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Gorgon Gas Project, Barrow Island — Environmental Approval — Statement by Minister for Environment 
Resumed from 11 August 2009. 

Motion 
Hon HELEN MORTON: I move — 

That the statement be noted. 

I want to commend the former Minister for Environment, Hon Donna Faragher, for the very comprehensive 
decision she made around this matter.  

Barrow Island has been classified as an A-class nature reserve since 1910. The island has at least 22 plant and 
animal species that are found nowhere else. On 9 August 2009 the former Minister for Environment, Hon Donna 
Faragher, MLC, approved the Gorgon Gas development’s revised and expanded proposal via publication of 
ministerial implementation statement 800. On 11 August 2009 the minister made a statement to Parliament 
advising of the approval. Ministerial implementation statement 800 requires 25 environmental management 
plans to provide protection of the marine and terrestrial environments across a range of activities including 
dredging, drilling and land clearing. There are specific plans to protect marine turtles from the impacts of 
artificial lighting, dredging and other construction activities; minimise coral loss from dredging to three per cent 
of the total coral off the east coast of Barrow Island; and ensure that native flora and fauna are monitored for the 
duration of the project.  

A quarantine management system also aims to prevent the introduction of non-Indigenous species to the island 
and surrounding waters. The Gorgon joint venture participants announced their final investment decision to 
proceed with the project on 14 September 2009. At a joint signing ceremony on the same day, Premier Colin 
Barnett signed the final development approval required under the Barrow Island Act 2003 and the Gorgon Gas 
Processing and Infrastructure Project Agreement, while the joint authority, the state Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum, Hon Norman Moore, and the federal Minister for Resources and Energy; Tourism, Martin Ferguson, 
granted production licences for the Gorgon and Jansz gas fields.  

In addition to work carried out by the Department of Environment and Conservation and the Office of the 
Environmental Protection Authority, three independent expert panels provided advice to the Minister for 
Environment and Chevron Australia, as the project operator, on quarantine requirements, marine turtles, and 
dredging. The Gorgon dredging program off the east coast of Barrow Island is nearly complete. To date, marine 
turtle monitoring has shown no discernible effect on nesting and hatchling flatback turtles. The implementation 
of the quarantine management system has prevented the introduction of non-Indigenous species to Barrow 
Island. The Department of Environment and Conservation has a team of fly in, fly out staff based on Barrow 
Island. The Office of the Environmental Protection Authority will continue to closely monitor compliance with 
ministerial conditions. 

Again, I make the comment that the previous Minister for Environment, who has just entered the chamber, did 
an absolutely sterling task. I know it was a long and arduous process and difficult to get all the component parts 
together to enable that decision to be made; however, it was done. From all reports that I have seen in this 
respect, it has been incredibly successful in maintaining the outcomes that were sought at the time. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I was not going to speak on this ministerial statement, but I am afraid I could not help 
myself! I know my colleague Hon Robin Chapple would have wanted to speak on this ministerial statement, but 
I have just found out that he has had to go home unwell, so I do not wish to leave the ministerial statement 
uncommented on. 

Hon Helen Morton: It was not the statement that made him unwell. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: No. It might have done; I am not quite sure! But he has had to go home. 

I cannot let this ministerial statement go uncommented on. In terms of conservation priorities in Western 
Australia and the protection of Western Australia’s unique biodiversity, hardly another place in the state comes 
close to Barrow Island with its species diversity and importance in the conservation of significant mammal 
species in particular that have become extinct on the mainland and some that are under extreme pressure on the 
mainland. Barrow Island has been described internationally as an ark in that it provides a sanctuary from the 
impacts of settlement and introduced species on the fauna of Western Australia. It is the only living example of 
what a significant part of Western Australia would have been like prior to European occupation and the 
introduction of feral species. It is impossible to understate the value of the environmental significance of Barrow 
Island. 

Hon Donna Faragher: I don’t think we ever have, though. 
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Hon GIZ WATSON: No, probably not. That is why Barrow Island was, and continues to be, designated an A-
class nature reserve. It is worth noting that a nature reserve has a higher status than a national park in the priority 
given to the protection of its biota. It is also worth reminding the chamber that the Environmental Protection 
Authority advised against the proposed — 

Hon Donna Faragher: Not with respect to this particular aspect; this is in relation to the decision that I made. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I am talking about the history of Barrow Island. The EPA, in a very rare recommendation, 
recommended against putting oil and gas facilities on Barrow Island. That was the baseline recommendation and 
the government chose to override that recommendation and grant approval for the siting of massive oil and 
gas — 

Hon Donna Faragher: It was a Labor government. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Yes, it was a Labor government. The member is right; it was the Labor government that 
went against the EPA advice. In my words, approvals can basically be bought, and no-one was going to stand up 
to that amount of potential economic benefit presented by the oil and gas industries. The crying shame in all of 
this is that there were, and always have been, other options than putting oil and gas facilities on Barrow Island. I 
do not know how many members have had the opportunity to go to Barrow Island. I have and it is an 
extraordinary place to visit. In my previous job, I went at the invitation of the oil and gas companies to see how 
they were managing the facilities. 

Hon Donna Faragher: And they manage it very well. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I appreciated the opportunity to visit that area. Nevertheless, that does not detract from the 
fact that our position is that the island should never have been turned over to oil and gas facilities. 

Hon Donna Faragher: Would you say that they manage it well, though, discounting your philosophical 
opposition? 

Hon GIZ WATSON: As the member will be aware, I have asked a number of questions particularly about the 
translocation of endangered species. Are they managing it well? Given how incredibly difficult it is to maintain 
the strict quarantine that is necessary to maintain an A-class reserve, they are probably not doing a bad job, but it 
is not perfect. And I think it will not be too long before some more information is brought into the public arena 
about the actual impact on listed threatened and endangered species. It will become apparent that the impact is 
much higher than is being stated by either the government or the company. That is one of the reasons I have been 
pursuing those questions, because certainly information is steadily being provided about the impact on these 
protected species. Breaches of quarantine will inevitably occur. Are they doing a good job? Quite frankly, they 
have an unlimited amount of money and they can afford to do as good a job as any commercial enterprise could 
do. But that does not detract from the fact that — 

Hon Donna Faragher: There are very strict conditions upon them, and they are fulfilling those. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: And they should never have been there in the first place. That is my point. 

Another point that I have raised in this place in the debate about the translocation programs on Barrow Island is 
that, in effect, the public relations benefit for a major oil company to be associated with translocating warm, 
cute, furry little animals to other places pays for itself. That is just gold to an oil and gas company. What is 
wrong with that—I know this for a fact because it was provided by way of answers to questions that I think I 
asked of Hon Donna Faragher when she was the minister—is that the timing of the translocation of those species 
was altered to suit the program of the oil and gas company. I have the answers; the member gave them to me. It 
was not the preferred time to translocate those animals and a significant number of those animals, particularly 
the ones that were translocated to Cape Range, were eaten by foxes. A program of translocation should be totally 
in the control of the conservation agency, but when it is funded by a company that has a different set of priorities 
and agendas, it will inevitably compromise conservation outcomes. That is because we, as a community, state 
and government, do not adequately fund our conservation agency to conserve endangered species. It has to 
kowtow for the funding that comes from the company that is buying approval by saying that it will provide 
money to help with the translocation program. On one level that is fine. If we are to get something out of them, 
we should at least get some money to assist with conservation. But it will inevitably lead to a compromise of 
conservation objectives and scientific rigour, and that has been proven worldwide. What the government really 
needs to do is put aside whatever money it gets from a company for whatever activity it does in an 
environmentally sensitive area so that it is not directly linked to that site. It should go into a pool to be used 
appropriately by the conservation agency, and not be tied to the PR spin of Chevron Corporation and all the 
other oil companies that quite openly and blatantly get more benefit out of that. 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to temporary orders.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 
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